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Excerpts from Portland Chamber of Commerce Journal – October 1917 
 

Westbrook is one of the most picturesque and thriving cities in the entire State.  Its location is ideal for 
an inland city, its people are cordial and enterprising, its splendid water power will continue in the future as in 
the past to attract large and diversified manufacturing enterprises that go to make up the very sinews of every 
successful community.  These advantages plus a pronounced co-operative spirit that permeates every section 
of the city, is sending Westbrook along to the forefront with flying colors, and ere another census it is destined 
to be among the “big cities” of the State. 
 Taking the higher ground, that of becoming an attractive home for its residents, both of large and small 
means, as well as for the stranger within its gates, such a town is destined to attract a multitude of people 
seeking a home offering all the best advantages of city life. 
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Produce! Produce! 

 Thomas Carlyle’s famous maxim “In God’s name, produce,” is just as apropos today as ever.  Great 
things are being done.  Achievements, the magnitude of which almost surpasses belief, are being 
accomplished.  The opportunity lies at our door.  It remains for us to seize it.  The world wants leaders of 
production.  From the obscure places of the earth are being sought out leaders of industry, who will put their 
shoulders to the wheel and accomplish results. 
 

Westbrook, a Famous Manufacturing City 
Far famed as an Industrial Center.  Has splendid Water-Powers Available for Manufacturing.  A 

Community of Modern Business Blocks and Homes.  Has Many Industrial Plants, - a Wide-Awake 
Board of Trade, - Strong, Enterprising and Up-to-date Mercantile Establishments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Westbrook’s industrial importance is due to 
but one factor, namely, the admirable water-power 
furnished by the Presumpscot River.  This has 
given it a commanding position among towns in the 
State possessing such advantages.  Its nearness to 
Portland has been rather beneficial that detrimental 
to its industrial development, as it has insured 
better and cheaper freight rates, causing industries 
to locate here and homes to be built, which all has 
helped to make it a manufacturing centre of no 
small importance.  In directing attention to the great 
inducements offered by the paper city to those 
seeking profitable investments, or to those in quest 
of desirable homes, special stress can be laid on 
the great accessibility of the place, through its 
complete railway connections. 
 Westbrook is reached by the Boston & 
Maine and by the Maine Central Railways, the local 
service rendered by both of these railways being 
excellent and frequent.  In addition to this service 
the Portland Electric Railway run large and 
commodious cars between this city and Portland, 
over one of the best equipped and best managed 
electric roads in the country, every fifteen minutes 

during the day.  These frequent trips made into 
Portland are a great convenience to those residents 
who may attend lectures, theatres, and other forms 
of entertainment, while enabling them at their 
choice to return in good season to their homes.  Its 
distance from the Forest City, only six miles, is just 
far enough away to afford a certain degree of  
seclusion without being debarred from any of the 
city privileges.  The fire department is strictly u-to-
date in every particular, both in equipment and 
efficiency, and has made an enviable record in fires 
that have occurred here.  The s. D. Warren 
Company paper plant have a complete fire 
department of their own, which may be regarded as 
supplementary to the municipal system now in use. 
 The police department is thoroughly 
organized, with an alert marshal at its head.  The 
police records compare very favorable with any 
other city in the State, as regards efficiency and 
point of service.  The public schools in number, size 
and equipment, are second to none in point of 
excellence.  Supplementary in the line of instruction 
is to be classed the Noble Public Memorial Library, 
the gift to the city of the late Joseph Walker.  
Another valuable library is that of the S. D. Warren 
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Company, which is kept well stocked with books for 
the entertainment and instruction of their 
employees.  A large thoroughly appointed 
gymnasium has been fitted up, and a competent 
instructor is in charge.  Miss Cornelia Warren is the 
generous and far-seeing patron of this necessary 
adjunct for physical culture.  The religious element 

is not found wanting.  All of the leading 
denominations are here represented.  Their pulpits 
are filled with well-known clergymen.  The social 
spirit of the citizens is reflected in the numerous 
fraternal organizations, which are all prosperous 
and rapidly increasing in membership. 

 

∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

A New Westbrook Industry 
 The Westbrook Clay Products Company is a new industry that gives every prose of developing into one 
of Maine’s important enterprises.  The company has bought the old Hawkes’ Brickyard property at Cumberland 
Mills and has had a large crew at work tearing down the old buildings and erecting new ones. 
 The company own a very large tract of land which is especially well adapted to their requirements.  The 
kilns are the most modern and the largest in New England, and are among the finest in the east.  It is the 
intention of the company to produce a product that in workmanship and quality will be unsurpassed.  The most 
up-to-date equipment, most approved machinery and appliances will be installed and a large number of hands 
will be given steady employment.   
 Westbrook is to be congratulated on securing an industry with such a promising future. 

 
A Great Manufacturing Institution 

The Dana Warp Mills, Westbrook, Maine, where Five Hundred Hands are Employed, the Annual Wages 
Being $340,000.00.  About Four Million Pounds of Cotton are Consumed Annually in Producing Cotton 

Warps and Yarns 
 

 
 
The former wooden mill building in the center of this 
1960 photo, behind the Dana Warp Mill, was on an 
island in the middle of the Presumpscot River.  

Woodbury K. Dana purchased the building in 1879 
and it served as his main mill until purchased the 
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Brick Mill building on Bridge Street in 1900 and 
moved his mill operations there. 
 

 
 
 

 One of the great manufacturing 
establishments which has played a prominent part 
in the up-building of Westbrook, and one that is well 
worthy of being ranked among the leading 
industries not only of Westbrook, but of the entire 
State, is the great manufacturing establishment of 
the Dana Warp mills.  The business of this far-
reaching and noted concern was established in 
1866, so that it must be given a position among the 
pioneer establishments as well as among the most 
extensive.  Its rise from a comparatively small 
beginning has been steady and substantial and not 
the result of fortune, but of hard conscientious work 
on the part of the management and the judicious 
execution of able men in its behalf.  Its long and 
honorable career has been filled with successful 
achievements which the policy of enterprise and 
progressiveness has made possible. 
 The plant of the company is located on the 
Presumpscot River at the upper falls in Westbrook.  
Improvements have been constantly carried on so 
that the company may be said to be in a position to 
turn out the very highest grade of products.  The 
machinery installed has always been the latest and 
most improved pattern, and designed especially to 
meet the requirements of the plant.  The offices 
which occupy a separate building are large, well-
arranged and handsomely furnished, and possess 
every modern convenience for the rapid and 
accurate transaction of business as well as comfort 
of the company’s officers and official staff. 
 The products of the Dana Warp Mills consist 
of cotton warps and yarns with a by-product of 
grain bags, and about four million pounds of cotton 
is consumed annually.  The mills produce about 
eighty thousand pounds of yarns a week which is 
sold to the various mills for weaving.  They also 
make fifty-five thousand grain bags a month or 
about twenty-two car loads a year.  These bags 
hold two bushels and weigh a pound each. 
 The products of the company are known the 
world over as the very best made, the many 
admirable features possessed giving them many 
advantages over other manufacturers.  
 It is the steady policy of the management to 
maintain the highest standard of perfection, and in 
the markets of the country the stamp of the Dana 
Warp Mills is recognized as a guarantee of uniform 
excellence.  The process of manufacturing the 
product is very interesting.  Cotton, which is of 
course the big raw material used, comes mostly 

from the southern states, Texas being the largest 
producer, with Georgia second.  The longest staple 
cotton grown in the world comes from the sea 
islands along the coast of South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, and to some extent for the adjacent coast 
lands.  Sea Island cotton is about an inch and a half 
to an inch and three-quarters long, the individual 
fibres are very fine, being used for the very finest of 
cotton fabrics, for spool thread and for duck to be 
used in the making of automobile shoes.  It can be 
spun into a thread almost invisible, in fact so fine 
that it would take 168,000 yards to weigh a pound.  
The next best cotton grown in the United States 
comes from California and Arizona on irrigated 
lands, but while the quality is good, only a limited 
amount is grown.  Most of the cotton used in the 
Dana Warp Mills comes from Mississippi, 
Oklahoma, Texas, and from Egypt.  The staple 
grown in these states is for the most part being a 
little longer than that grown in the rest of the belt, 
and carefully selected; first for its strength and then 
for its cleanliness and color.  The price of cotton 
varies greatly from year to year.  During 1914, 
before the war, it sold for as high as sixteen cents 
per pound; when the war started the same grade 
sold for eight and one-half cents to nine cents per 
pound.  In 1915 it crept up to thirteen cents, and 
today the same quality cotton costs from twenty-six 
to thirty cents per pound.  The fluctuations during a 
year usually average from two to four cents, so it is 
readily seen that the successful running of this 
industry depends largely on how the cotton is 
bought.  Having brought the cotton to the mill, they 
first start to clean out the imperfections, leaves, 
seeds, dirt and short fibres.  For most of the wool 
there are four cleaning processes, three picking 
and one carding, with about twenty per cent waste 
taken out in these processes, and the economic 
handling of this waste product is quite a problem.  
For the best work the firm has recently added a 
cleaning process called combing, this removes 
more short fibres and practically all of the dirt, this 
last process takes out about fifteen per cent more 
waste. 
 Having cleaned the stock, the process of 
making the fine threads begins, starting with a 
strand of cotton about as large as a man’s thumb.  
The fibre is passed through from four to eight 
machines according to the size of thread required, 
each process, by carefully planned doubling and 
drawings making the thread smoother, finer and 
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more even until the required size is reached.  From 
this the process is one of bringing the threads 
together in the proper condition for the loom.  This 
takes at least three more processes for an ordinary 
white warp.  The last process before going to the 
loom is sizing or glazing.  The yearn is passed 
through a thick liquid mixture which is very much 
like the starch that is used in laundries, and then 
after drying comes directly on to the loom beams 
ready for weaving.  This sizing sets the twist in the 
yarn and prevents chafing and breaking ot the 
thread in weaving.  A large twisting department and 
a dyeing and bleaching department have been 
added to meet the demands of the trade. 
 While the largest part of the product was 
white a few years ago, at present over two-thirds of 

the warps are colored.  The number of ends in a 
warp varies greatly, ranging from nine hundred 
ends to nine thousand, widths range from thirty 
inches to one hundred.  All the waste made in 
cleaning the cotton is pulled together careful, mixed 
and made into coarse thread and woven into grain 
bags. 
 The Dana Warp Mills produce eighty 
thousand pounds of yarn a week or over four 
million pounds a year when running to full capacity.  
The company gives steady employment to some 
five hundred hands, and as the most running 
steadily throughout the year is of great value to the 
populations at large.  The annual payroll amounts 
to approximately $340,000.00. 

 
A Live Establishment 

 The large house-furnishing establishment of O. J. Fortin, Bridge Street, Westbrook, was established in 
1884, by his father, Mr. John Fortin.  Over 4,000 square feet of floor space is utilized, and furniture of every 
description, household goods, ranges, etc., are carried in stock and sold at the lowest prices.  It is certainly a 
pleasure to meet the genial proprietor, Mr. O. J. Fortin.  He is always very cordial, a most interesting talker, a 
smart dresser, and some looker.  He is a keen student of human nature, and a business man of sagacity and 
progressive ideas.  The Journal representative is always glad to meet a man who looks you straight in the eye, 
and one who does things.  This is O. J. Fortin. 
 
 

Among the Merchants of Westbrook 
Leighton’s Garage, Westbrook, is centrally located on Main Street, and equipped to meet every 

possible requirement, and to meet the needs of a growing business for years.  A full line of accessories are 
carried in stock.  Automobile repairing in all its branches is attended to in an expert manner, the service being 
prompt and efficient. 
 Thoroughly experienced and skilled at their industry is Knight Bros. & Co., heating engineers, plumber 
and sheet metal workers, 910 Main Street, Westbrook.  The company has built up a sound reputation and 
steadily increases its patronage.  The most durable material is used and experienced workmen only are 
employed, the charges always are reasonable. 
 The Peerless window screens are highly recommended whenever good service and splendid 
appearance are needed in conjunction with a reasonable price.  It is easily attached and fastened by the use of 
the patented self-adjusting hardware.  There is no nailing, mutilating or disfiguring the wood with this process.  
The Peerless is manufactured only by the Knight Co – sole patentees – formerly the Maine Screen Co. 
 The Haskell Silk Mills with factories on Bridge Street is noted all over the country for its high quality of 
silk.  Their products include spool silk as well as dress silk.  Before 1884 they made none in colors but have 
since been making dress silks in color designs as well as black. And a great demand in the increase of their 
goods followed this change.   
 The Westbrook Farmers’ Union was organized and incorporated in May, 1915, the objects of the 
association being “the buying and selling of all farm products and supplies or the transaction of any business 
that will be for the benefit of its members”.  The company has about 200 members and maintains a large store 
and warehouse at the corner of Main and Saco Streets, where they have unsurpassed facilities for handling 
the large and constantly increasing business.  The company handles grain feed, flour, corn, etc., and are now 
erecting a new building twenty-five by twenty-eight feet where a full line of groceries will be carried.  Mr. Roger 
Haskell is the manager of the store. 
 Exercising great care, and having a merited reputation for reliability of service and moderate charges,  
J. J. Harmon of the Portland & Westbrook Express, 881 Main Street, Westbrook, faithfully executes all orders 
for expressing.  This firm was established in 1914, succeeding the Brooks’ Express, and by thorough attention 
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to business and the courteous treatment of patrons, has become widely and favorable known.  Mr. Harmon is 
especially well equipped for long distance furniture moving, the rates being reasonable and the service 
adequate. 
 The Benoit Clothing Company, 834 Maine Street, Westbrook, are leaders in reliability of service, 
quality of goods, and reasonable prices.  The store is metropolitan in appearance, modern in methods, and it 
handles one of the most extensive and most desirable stocks to be found in this section. 
 One of the old and reliable fire insurance agencies of Westbrook is that so successfully conducted by 
Willis H. Duran, successor to W. W. Cutter.  Mr. Duran early developed an influential connection and a 
desirable class of patronage, and is now representing many of the strongest and best companies in the 
country.  Prompt adjustment of losses and speedy payment of all losses is guaranteed and a very large and 
influential business is transacted. 
 J. W. Morris, flour, feed and grain, at 891 Maine Street Westbrook, has always been a leader in 
reliability of service, quality of goods, and reasonable prices.  Mr. Morris has successfully developed his 
facilities and capacity and is recognized as one of the city’s leading and most influential business men. 
 A completely stocked and reliable pharmacy is that concocted by Kirkwood & Welch, Cumberland 
Mills.  The men have been gaining a marked patronage and prestige through the experienced and trustworthy 
methods maintained.  Complete lines of drugs, chemicals, sickroom supplies, etc., also soda, confectionery 
cigars, and other incidentals of an up-to-date pharmacy.  The firm makes a specialty of compounding 
physicians’ prescriptions and use nothing but the purest and best of ingredients. 
 L. K. Paine, druggist, Cumberland Mills, established his business thirty-one years ago and has 
constantly maintained an unrivalled reputation for the excellence of goods carried, reliability of service, and 
systematic moderate prices.  The filling of prescriptions is a special feature of the business and only pure drugs 
and chemicals are used. 
 The Westbrook Garage and Machine Shop, Main Street, Westbrook, was established in 1909.  This 
is one of the best equipped concerns in this section of the State.  The company carries a full line of 
accessories, supplies, including tires of standard makes.  Every facility is provided for making repairs and 
installing parts, and none but expert workmen are employed.  Mr. John F. Skillin is recognized as one of the 
most expert mechanics in the State and has been connected with the garage since its inception. 
 The White House, Cumberland Mills, A. Boone proprietor has been renovated and thoroughly 
improved, and is now a first-class stopping place.  The house is ideally located, has steam heat, electric lights, 
hot and cold water, parlors, commodious office, while the table and service is first-class.  The house is 
conducted on the American plan. 
 The Ames Shovel and Tool Co., 55 Seavey Street, Cumberland Mills, was established in 1903, and 
incorporated in 1909.  The company manufactures shovel handles and picker sticks, and orders are received 
from all over the United States and many foreign countries.  There was recently added a new fireproof addition 
to the mill at a cost of $10.000, and the company is now most eminently fitted for the successful direction of 
this important enterprise. 
 Up-to-date in stock, service and methods, the dry goods store of C. H. & H. L. Cotton, Westbrook, has 
had an increasing patronage and prestige since its establishment in 1899.  A complete and attractive stock of 
dry and fancy goods is carried, and careful and courteous attention is given all patrons.  Mr. Carroll H. Cotton 
is treasurer of the Board of Trade and is highly regarded by all who know him.  
 O. G. K. Robinson, carpenter, builder and general contractor, 14 Fitch Street, Westbrook, has 
unsurpassed facilities for handling large or small transactions in his line, and his constantly increasing business 
is proof that he carries out all contracts and gives satisfaction to an extensive patronage.  Mr. Robinson was 
elected mayor in 1911, and re-elected in 1916-1917. 
 The Wet Wash Laundry has grown in popular favor very rapidly in the past few years, and very few 
people do their washing at home.  The Westbrook Wet Wash Laundry, A. J. Oulette, proprietor, was 
established in 1914 and has grown to large proportions.  Family washings are executed here cheaper, easier 
and better, and each family’s clothes are washed separately.  The wet wash is thoroughly equipped, gives 
steady employment to six hands, and has two modern delivery teams which call for and deliver goods. 

The spacious and heavily stocked hardware store of W. B. Knight, Main Street, Westbrook, compares 
favorably with similar concerns in larger cities.  Moreover, it has an unexcelled reputation for the reliability and 
excellence of goods handled, with complete lines in stock and prices that are always right. 
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 In these days of specialization, the man who makes a study of one thing and has become thorough and 
an expert, is the man who counts.  Mr. B. J. Woodman, Main Street, Westbrook, is an expert electrician, 
giving exclusive attention to all that pertains to this line.  His store is headquarters for everything electrical , and 
expert workmen only are employed on all contracts. 

∞∞∞∞∞ 
 

Historic Fort Excavation 
Linda Griffin, president of the Windham Historic Society spoke at our December meeting about the old Fort 
being excavated at the corner of Anderson and River Roads, just over Westbrook border in Windham.  The 
preservation of the Fort became urgent when abutters to River Road were informed that the rise on River Road 
next to the site of the Fort was going to be lowered by more than 4 feet in 2018.  An early dig this fall showed 
that the fort actually extends under the road.  Steps are being taken to investigate the site before it is lost. 
See the web site below for information on the initial dig, the dig will begin again in April:  
 http://www.wmtw.com/news/historic-maine-fort-unearthed-at-windham-home/36599038 
Perhaps you would like to stop by to see the progress or help with the dig. 
 

∞∞∞∞∞ 
In this time with the next Presidential Elections filling our thoughts and news media, here is a 1923 article 

about a visit from the President at that time. 
 

PRESIDENT HARDING WAS PORTLAND VISITOR TWO YEARS AGO YESTERDAY (8/3/23) 
    It was two years ago yesterday that Warren G. Harding, then President of the united States for but a few 
months, paid a visit to Portland while en route to Lancaster, N.H., where he spent about a week at the summer 
home of John W. Weeks, Secretary of War. 
The President, accompanied by Mrs. Harding, Gen. Sawyer, his physician, Senator Frederick Hale and various 
other persons to who Secretary Weeks was host, came to this City on the yacht Mayflower from Plymouth, 
Mass. where he had spoken the previous day at the celebration of the tercentenary of the landing of the 

Pilgrims. 
He was greeted by crowds which packed the sidewalks on every 
street where he appeared, he stopped for a few moments at City 
Hall, where he addressed thousands of local people and visitors 
from the steps of the buildings, and then he sped away to the New 
Hampshire Hills, going over the Roosevelt Trail. 
On his return from Lancaster at the end of the week, President 

Harding paid a visit to Poland Spring and at the request of Senator 

Hale he spoke to an immense throng in the neighboring city of 

Westbrook. Then he came to Portland, was the guest for a short 

time at the home of Senator Hale on State Street, going there 

purposely to greet Mrs. Eugene Hale, the Senator’s mother, and 

about 11 o’clock at night boarded the Mayflower yacht and started 

on this return trip to Washington. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Contact Information: info@westbrookhistoricalsociety.org  Telephone 207-854-5588 

Officers:  President- Mike Sanphy , Vice President- Roberta Wyer Dutton Morrill , Secretary- Martha 
Brackett,  Treasurer- Tom Clarke              

Open Saturday and Tuesday mornings from 9 am to noon. 
The Westbrook Historical Society meets regularly in its rooms at the Community Center at 426 Bridge Street, 

Westbrook at 1:30 pm on the first Wednesday of each month. 

Our website: www.westbrookhistoricalsociety.org – gives a fascinating outline of the Collections, Research 

Library and Exhibitions of the Society.  

 

http://www.wmtw.com/news/historic-maine-fort-unearthed-at-windham-home/36599038
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=warren+harding&view=detailv2&&id=0&selectedIndex=0&thid=A28da8f2749b2f3a26e258e9d48814ebe&stid=1f0b9cb7-a653-1fe0-2325-7f180d44e893&cbn=EntityAnswer
mailto:info@westbrookhistoricalsociety.org
http://www.westbrookhistoricalsociety.org/
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President’s Message 

             I am happy to report that the Westbrook School Department has started building the rest of our 

bookcases and this will enable us to reorganize and shelve our collection in a more accessible manner.                                                       

Once again I want to thank the Saco & Biddeford Savings Institute and the Cornelia Warren foundation for 

their generous donations toward making these new bookcases possible.                                                                                                   

I am also pleased to announce that the Westbrook Historical Society now has its own emblem which 

features a woodcut of the S. D. Warren Company in the 1870’s. This is surrounded by the words; Westbrook 

Historical Society and founded 1976.   This design was voted on and accepted by the Board of Directors and 

I want to thank Board Member Wayne Chick for his work in getting this emblem put on our new Life Time 

Member plaque which will be presented to the membership at the annual meeting in June.                                   

We will have one more program for the May meeting and then the Annual Meeting in June before our 

Monthly Meetings cease for the Summer Months.    Our Tuesday and Saturday workshops will continue 

through the summer and as the weather improves I hope to see more of our membership stopping by.  

Mike Sanphy, President 

 

 

 

Westbrook Historical Society  
426 Bridge Street 
Westbrook, ME 04092 
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