SCOTCH HILL NEIGHBORHOOD
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In 1881 the Westbrook Manufacturing Company brought 42 expert weavers from Scotland to
work in the Westbrook mill. The weavers were accompanied by new Scotch gingham machines.
There had been Scots in Westbrook as early as 1852 and a few more trickled in during the 1860s to
work at the paper mill and on local farms, but there was no great number of Scots in this town until
this group arrived.
The Company built houses on a hill near the mill for them to rent; this area soon became known as
SCOTCH HILL. The homes were laid out to form a horseshoe around a field where rugby and
Scotch soccer was played. The teams consisted of Westbrook players pitted against crew
members from English Steamboats docked in Portland Harbor.
"Among the Scots there was a piper," writes E. R. Rowe in Highlights of Westbrook History.
Often the people of Westbrook were treated to the novel sight of this “big, brawny Highlander in
the full regalia of his kilt, plaid, bonnet and sporran…marching back and forth” along the ball
field.

The Scotch Caledonia Flute band was organized and played for all the parades in town and for
gatherings of their people. The band would play lovely old ballads from "Bonnie Scotland” as
the people sang along.
In subsequent years these families were followed by other native Scots who came in groups
both large and small. Dorothy Kinmond Lachance, a descendant of one of the original
weavers, stated in her article “The Scots in Westbrook”, that these people “carried on their
lives combining their old traditions with the necessary adjustments to new ways of life. The
bagpiper in full regalia parading around the open field on the hill reminded them of the old
times and gave them a feeling of belonging here.”
As years passed, the families moved on to other parts of the city and to other areas of the
state and country. Today, only a few Scotch names can be found scattered throughout the
city as evidence of this once-fine community but the descendants and the name, SCOTCH
HILL lingers on. And the homes still stand proudly on the hill.
[This area encompasses Pike, Walker, Dodge and Webb Streets]
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