HALIDON ENCLAVE
(On Halidon Road, off East Bridge Street)

[Also see Winter 2008 Historical Society Newsletter for article on Fiske Warren]

Halidon Road 2010

Halidon Village was a 172-acre tract of land located on a low plateau not far from the S.D. Warren (now Sappi) Co.
paper mill. For 40 years the community carried on under the banner of the single tax theory as laid down by
economic philosopher Henry George.
The leaders of the theory believed that “the fundamental evil of social conditions was the private ownership of land
and the monopoly and speculation which resulted from it.” The Halidon Colony, or village, was founded as a
village where these conditions would be corrected, as nearly as laws would allow. The Halidon section was called
an ‘enclave’, or a tract enclosed by ‘foreign territory’. Original trustees were William Price, Frank Stephens and
Fiske Warren, a son of S.D. Warren. Each year there were “collections for communal purposes of full economic
rent of the land.” These collections would then be passed on to the City.
There were other widely known enclaves in Mobile Bay, AL, Arden, DE and Tahanto, MA but they were largely
made up of either artists or well-to-do people who were able to choose their lifestyles. Westbrook’s ‘enclave’ was
unique in that it was a blue-collar worker enclave. This brought on a certain amount of prejudice among local
people who thought the residents were on something akin to welfare and somehow getting a free ride. They were
also sometimes derided as being a bit loony in their belief in the enclave and its system of government.
By 1926 there were sixteen dwelling houses and a store in the village; half of the residents of the community were
employed by S.D. Warren Co. “It gave the poor man a break…it worked out wonderfully; today everyone here
owns his own home”, said Marinus Madsen in an undated news article, probably of the 1950s.
Not only did the villagers ‘share their land’, at one time they also shared their water! According to the above
mentioned article, water from a 100-foot-deep artesian well flowed into all of their homes from a pump under the
home then owned by Warren Sanborn. One resident boasted that “It’s been tested to be similar to Poland Spring
water.”

Although Maine State laws did not encourage the Single Tax community, Halidon carried on for more than thirtynine years. Changes came to the community when the project’s most ardent supporters died and the village was left
without leadership. In 1951 the residents paid a city tax on the houses but not on the land; today they all conform to
the city’s regular taxation procedure.

One of the original ‘Swiss-style’ houses on Hillside Road

